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Welcome to AAVLD! 
 

Thank you for joining the American Association of Veterinary Laboratory Diagnosticians and welcome 
to our organization! AAVLD membership now totals over 1000, with members from more than 32 countries 
worldwide. 

The following are among the benefits and resources AAVLD provides to its members. 

Website at www.aavld.org: The members-only portion of the website contains past issues of the 
newsletter, meeting minutes, committee lists and communications, meeting announcements, news, a directory of 
members and a great deal of information on the organization. During your first visit to the website, if you do not 
already have your username and password, you can retrieve them by clicking on “Login”, then “Forgot your 
password?” and request to have them emailed to you. You can also help us keep your contact information up to 
date by making any necessary changes in the “My Profile” screen. 

AAVLD newsletter: The newsletter is published electronically, periodically throughout the year. All 
issues include association news and links to information of interest on the AAVLD website, including job listings, 
upcoming meetings of allied organizations and minutes of the Executive Board meeting. Spring and summer issues 
include links to annual meeting schedules, registration forms, call for papers, and other miscellaneous annual 
meeting information. The issue published after the annual meeting contains links to minutes from committee 
meetings. If you have provided an email address, you will receive the newsletter by email. If you do not have 
email, you will automatically receive a copy via postal mail. Past issues of the newsletter are available on our 
website at www.aavld.org. Jim Kistler, Executive Director is the newsletter editor (jkistler@aavld.org). 

Journal of Veterinary Diagnostic Investigation: The Journal of Veterinary Diagnostic Investigation 
(JVDI) is the official journal of AAVLD and a subscription is included with your membership (except Associate 
members). Six issues are published per year, every other month beginning in January. All issues of the JVDI are 
available online in both full text and PDF. To access JVDI, log in to the AAVLD website with your username and 
password and then on the JVDI tab at the top of the home page. The editor of JVDI is Dr. Grant Maxie 
(gmaxie@uoguelph.ca). 

AAVLD discussion list: You can be part of an on-line email discussion list where members post questions 
and have colleagues assist with their expertise. To join the listserv, send an email notice to: rozuna@aavld.org. 
You may choose to turn your E-List notification to “On” by going to www.aavld.org go to “My 
Profile,” select “My Features” and then select “E-List.” Here you may choose which E-List you 
would like to subscribe to. AAVLD is working on adding specific E-List and Forums dedicated to 
specialty. If you have questions or request to add to an E-List or Forum, please contact Jim Kistler, 
Executive Director. Be sure to send your subscription message from the email address you plan to use in the 
future. If you have difficulty accessing the discussion list please contact the list moderator, secretary-
treasurer@aavld.org. 

Annual Meeting: The AAVLD annual meeting is held in conjunction with the United States Animal 
Health Association (USAHA) annual meeting, in October/November each year. The 2015 meeting will be held in 
Rhode Island Convention Center, Providence, Rhode Island– October 22-28. Our sister organization, the USAHA, is 
composed of state and federal animal health officials, veterinarians and livestock producers. Its goal is to control 
livestock diseases in the United States. Your AAVLD membership qualifies you for reduced meeting registration 
fees and registration entitles you to attend the committee meetings and scientific sessions of both organizations. 
Note: In order to receive the Annual Meeting discount you are required to be an established AAVLD current 2015 
member. All committee meetings except the AAVLD Accreditation Committee, USAHA Executive Committee and 
USAHA Executive Board are open to all registrants. Committees of both organizations vary in scope and meeting 
format, with activities such as presentation of scientific and discipline-based materials, options for diagnostic 
testing, policy and procedures. Resolutions regarding animal disease control programs and policy are developed 
by the USAHA and help set policy by the USDA. 
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The combined meeting begins on Thursday and ends the following Wednesday. Pre-meeting symposia, sponsored 
by AAVLD committees, are held on Thursday before the start of the official meeting. Friday is devoted to 
committee meetings, which also continue Saturday and Sunday afternoon, although a few committees meet already 
on Thursday. The AAVLD President’s reception is held Friday evening and is a great opportunity for 
networking, fun and free food. AAVLD’s scientific sessions begin on Saturday morning. The USAHA meeting 
officially begins Sunday afternoon, although some meetings are held on Saturday. A joint AAVLD/USAHA 
President’s dinner is held on Sunday night. The House of Delegates (HOD) of AAVLD meets twice at the annual 
meeting to consider business of the organization. The HOD meetings are open for anyone to attend. Each US State, 
each Canadian province, Mexico and Puerto Rico each have one voting representative. The AAVLD portion of the 
meeting ends at midday on Monday. 

A New Members’ Orientation Session will be held on Friday, and you are encouraged to attend. An invitation 
will be sent out to all new AAVLD members prior to the meeting with details on time and location. This is a great 
opportunity to meet some of the AAVLD leadership, learn about the role of the association and how it functions 
and to have a free drink! For more information regarding the Annual Meeting program go to the AAVLD website 
click here 

Committees: If you are interested in joining a committee, please contact the committee chair directly (listings 
can be found on the website or in the directory). The committee minutes available on the members-only side of 
the website will give you an idea of the current activities of the committee. The chair reviews the membership 
annually and members who have not been active on the committee are replaced. The chair recommends new 
members to the President for approval after the annual meeting. A number of committees have ongoing activities 
via email or phone throughout the year. The list of committees and their members appears in the front of the 
AAVLD directory that is published early each year, as well as on the web. 

AAVLD has added a new feature in the AAVLD website called “Committee Management.” This feature 
enables Committee chairs to communicate with committee members on agendas and relevant topics. You will 
have committee member-only access to committee correspondence and specific committee documents. Note: 
Only AAVLD committee members have access to this feature! 

Who do you contact if you change your address, phone, fax or email or have questions on your dues 
status? The Secretary/Treasurer’s office maintains the official AAVLD membership list that is used for mailing 
the JVDI and other business of the organization. The contact is secretary-treasurer@aavld.org, or phone 559-781-
8900. The best way to update your information is through the “My Profile” page of the AAVLD website 
(www.aavld.org). 

Information of interest to our members: AAVLD maintains a distribution list in order to inform members 
in a timely matter of topics of particular interest. If you provided an email address upon joining the AAVLD, 
you will be automatically added to this list. A variety of notices are sent to this list monthly. 

Again, thank you for your interest and welcome to your membership in the American Association of 
Veterinary Laboratory Diagnosticians! 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Amy Swinford, co-chair 
Pat Halbur, co-chair 
AAVLD Membership Committee  
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